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NOW IN PAPERBACKThis is the first monograph in English on the stunning series "One hundred

and eight heroes of the Suikoden". "The Suikoden" is the Japanese adaptation of the 14th-century

Chinese vernacular novel "Shuihu zhuan", which recounts the exploits of a group of brave and

righteous rebels on Mount Liang. "The Suikoden" was enormously popular in Japan during the 19th

century. It was KuniyoshiÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s initial designs for the single-sheet print series "The one

hundred and eight heroes of the Suikoden (TsÃƒÂ»zoku Suikoden gÃƒÂ´ketsu hyakuhachinin no

hitori)" -- in which the full-length portraits of the heroes are charged with a new sense of dynamism

-- that spurred a "Suikoden" craze in Edo (present-day Tokyo). This publication reproduces the 74

known designs of the series in full color, each accompanied by an explanatory text. Many of the

designs still inspire Japanese tattooists, and supplementary information on this subject is also

included in the book.
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Criticism

'The most thorough and user-friendly reference available on Suikoden illustration. Scholars,

collectors and museum professionals with interest in Kuniyoshi will find this work invaluable. The

nonspecialist will also find much to like about this volume. The marvelous illustrations and

Klompmakers's lively descriptions of each print make for a truly pleasurable reading and viewing

experience.' Allen Hockley in The Journal of Asian Studies A handsome and invaluable book. It will

prove indispensable to all who have felt the strong and mysterious attraction of Kuniyoshi's



Suikoden prints - now they can get the full story! - and will be prized by lovers of Japanese and

Chinese art and culture in general. B.W. Robinson in Arts of Asia

Inge Klompmakers is currently acquisitions editor Asian Studies at Brill. Prior to her career in

publishing, she worked as Japanese art specialist in the art trade. Klompmakers regularly writes and

lectures on Japanese art. She is the author of Japanese Erotic Prints (2001) and The elegant life of

Key Hiraga (2008) and contributed to Kawase Hasui: The Complete Woodblock Prints (2003) and

The Hotei Encyclopedia of Japanese Woodblock Prints (2005).

Of all the superb books published by Hotei on the subject of Japanese woodblock prints, Inge

Klompmakers' "Of Brigands and Bravery: Kuniyoshi's Heroes of the Suikoden" is far and away my

favorite. This reflects not only my enthusiasm for the 19th-century artist Kuniyoshi but also an

appreciation of the rich symbolism embedded in his treatment of the "Suikoden" heroes.The

"Suikoden" (the term is the Japanese rendition of the original Chinese title of "Shuihu zhuan") is a

epic Chinese novel that is known in English as both "The Water Margin" and "All Men are Brothers."

The novel, which lionizes an outlaw band of 108 men who commit crimes on behalf of the common

people, was first translated into Japanese in the late 18th century. In the 19th century, a reworking

of the novel brought it to an even wider Japanese audience, and at this juncture a number of leading

print artists--including Hokusai and Yoshitoshi--illustrated it. However, it is the treatment of the

bandits by Kuniyoshi--who depicted 75 of the 108 heroes--which has enjoyed the most enduring

popularity and influence.In the original Chinese novel, six of the 108 bandits are described as

tattooed. In Kuniyoshi's series, covering just 75 of the bandits, that number was expanded to 15,

and Kuniyoshi's "Suikoden" series became the leading evolutionary influence on Japan's complex

style of tattooing.Recently the "Suikoden" has enjoyed a major renaissance of popularity.

Kuniyoshi's prints are revered by the international tattooing community, and the novel itself has

inspired a series of fantasy games. Beyond these considerations, it is worth examining Kuniyoshi's

accomplishment within its historical context. In the late 19th century, the Japanese enjoyed

increased access to literature from abroad, had an urbanized population that supported a vigorous

publishing industry, and perfected the technology of woodblock printing. These three developments

jointly produced an extraordinary marriage of text and art, a marriage that enriches us all today.

Great book.



Must have for anyone interested in the suikoden. Gives a brief history of Japan and then goes into a

description of how the story developed in China. Then shows each print by kuniyoshi and gives a

description.

Perfect! Came earlier than expected and from overseas during christmas/New year's shipping

Times. Thank you!!

The other reviewers have done a great job highlighting the most important reasons this book is

great, so I'll just add that what makes it an other books like this a great buy is the price tag. It is a

cheap way to get a good look at many Kuniyoshi prints without paying the asinine price of the

hardcover museum editions. Its a book of great art to be enjoyed by fans of Ukiyo-e but also should

be a center piece at any good tattoo shop.

Beautiful and good inspiration for people looking into Horimono, I just wish they went over more

characters. Check it out if you like Suikoden lore

Beter than I expected

This is a very well researched book with high quality scans of the original artwork. The price tag is a

just a bit high for a softcover coffee table book.
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